belt in karate. “It's not really much of
a dream,” Leay. “Its notlike 2 buried
treasure dream.” A buried reasure

dream is a really big dream, like finding
Uncle Jinumy s spoons and money.

Or gning for a lack bell
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How will Alex ever earn his orange belt in karate?
With a lot of practice—and some dreaming too.
BY NAN MARINCO | ART BY KYLE STONE
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My Crandpa Nick says thal everyvone
needs adream. He says dreams give you

__aressentakesplrving Therrheasks me
about my dreams and tells me that being

10 is no excuse for not having any.

| have two. The lirst is a big one—io
[ind the treasure that my greai-uncle
Jimmy lost. Grandpa helps me with that
one. It seems that Uncle Jimmy buried

and then forgot where he put them.
Before Uncle Jimmy I‘J_;_Ei.EiE_d away, he
_whispered to Grandpa that he thought
it was all hidden in an alleyway in my
New York City neighborhood
(irandpa and | scour the streets
for it every chance we gel. Last week
we searched near a candy store. |
came home with a bag of gummy

bears, chocolate bars, and a monster

stomachache. But no treasure.
Since Grandpa Nick knows all

about my first dream, I tell him about
the second—I want (o earn my orange

R AR B

Ll

What is the
relationship

- between Nick
- and his

grandpa?
(RL1.7)

Underline
details from

the text that
support your
answer.




Using evidence from the text how can you describe the relationship between Alex and
his Grandpa?

Type your
answer

here.

i \

Fill in the circle that shows Alex and his Grandpa have a good relationship.

(A) Grandpa and | scour the streets for it every chance we get. B Last week we searched near a
candy store. © | came home with a bag of gummy bears, chocolate bars, and a monster
stomachache. (O But no treasure.




A Little Dream

A black belt is the highest rank in
martial arts. An orange belt means
you'te no longer a beginner, bult it also
means you have far to go. Since I've
been studying for two years now, |
should have been an orange beli a long
time ago. It's hardly a dream at all.

Grandpa disagrees. “Waniing an
orange belt is nothing to be ashamed
ol, Alex. Not all dreams are hig buried
treasure dreams.” Grandpa Nick rests
his hand on his cane. “What vou've
gol is a gond, little dream that's within
reach. That's what | call a silver dollar
dream. Nothing wrong with that.”

What I didn't tell Grandpa was that
| had more of a chance of flinding Uincle
Jimmy's treasure and the ghost of Uncle
Jimmy himsell than | had of reaching

my silver dollar dream.
Everyone who poes for an orange beli

has to break a board. 'The scariest part?
It has to be done bare-handed. Boards

are hard and solid. Even the thoughi of
hiting one makes my flingers numb.

“Your punches and kicks are gond,”
Crandpa Nick says. "Remember, there's
nothing wrong with a litde dream. Have
enoigh of them, and they can tumn
into someihing big.” Grandpa reaches
into his pocket and tosses me a coin.

“A silver dollar for your silver dollar
dream.”

© % MAUSE AMD THINE - What 5 o siver dollor
- dreom?

Day

Why doesn’t
Alex think he
can ever
achieve his
silver dollar
dream? (RL1.1)



The Big Test

I'hat Tuesday, Mom drops me aff
at the karate school. I bow at the door
befure | step into the room. 1 say hello
o Sensei Foster—sensei means teacher
in Japancse. Then | search for my friend
Jocelyn.

I find her in the corner, practicing
her kicks and punches. “Are you going
for yvour orange helt?” she asks. "The test
is tomorrow.”

Ishrug.

“All you have to do is break a board.
Sensel says vou're ready.”

I shrug again.

“The secret is to pretend the hoard
't there. That's what [ dp,” Jocelyn
whispers.

Pretend the board isn't
there? That's like trving o
pretend that Superman is a
wimp. Some things can't be
duone.

Hefore | can ask Jocehn
any questions, Sensei Foster
tells us it's time to practice
buard breaking. One by
one, the students face Sensei
Faster. | listen to the sound
that cach board makes when
1t breaks. Sometimes iUs o
sharp, quick snap. Other

times it's a long erackle, like somcone
pourcd milk onto a giant bowl of Rice
Krispies.

sensei calls myv name. He holds the
bhoard firm. “Focus. Don't aimeacic, Aim
through it See pastit.”

But all L can sce is the board in front

of mue, aned all T ean think aboot are the

Thany things that are made from wouod.
Sturdy things.
TTrrebdfips.
“Like Baseball bats.
And chairs T —
Houses.

crackle: a seres of short, snapping sounds

Hard to break things.

I close mv eyes. And I hit the board.

A sharp sting runs through my

hand. The board stays solid and whole. |

try 1o hide my pain.
Jocelvin mouths the words “try

again.” And Sensci Foster says the same

thing out loud.
Instead, 1 how tao show thar I'm

aar

done. “There’s anorher rest in a few

weeks,” Sensei Foster says as he pats my

shoulder. "I hope you'll try again.”

PAUSE AND THINK: How does Alex feel aboul

frying to break q board?

Day

What are the
main events of
the story so
far? (RL1.2)



Event 1: Event 2 Event 3

Use sticky notes to
tell the events of the
story so far. Use the

last slide to help. ALEX and Alex te"s Alex canlt
Grandpa want .
to find about his break the

treasure. dreams. board




A Bad Fall

When I reach my apartment, Moim
is sitting in the kitchen. Grandpa, who
is usually in the living room wailing for
me, is not around.

“I have some bad news,” she says.
“Grandpa Nick fell today. Your dad is
with him at the hospital.”

| reach for the silver dollar in my
pocket and hold it tight. “1s he OK?

Mom nods. “Bad sprain. IU's going
L0 take him a while to recover.”

Later that night, Grandpa comes

mouths: to move your lips as if you arc
talking without making a sound

sprain: an injury to a ligament

home. Instead of his cane, he uses a

squeaky metal walker.
For the next lew weeks, Grandpa

doesn't leave our apariment. There are
no trips to get candy. No searching the

streets for Uncle Jimmy's treasure.
“When is he going to be off that

thing?" | ask my dad one moming,

pointing to the walker.
“His leg is probably healed enough
for him to be off it now,” says Dad. "But

he's worried about falling again. This is

hard for him.”

Nick n
| miss the old Grandpa.

PALISE AMD THINK: What hos happened to
Grondpa Hick?

I hate the squeak. And how Grandpa

Day

How has Grandpa
changed from the
beginning of the
story? Think about
his feelings and
actions. (RL1.3)
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Day

What's the Dillerence?

Adter schoaol, §go Lo Jooelyn's ouse,
She helps me with my punches, and |
pretend that pillows are boards,

“INonly | could take a pril low-bashing
test, |l Peave Chant orsimgaes bell lor sure,” |
say as we walk to karate class.

“Pillow, Bosard, What s the
dilference?” asks Jooelyn.

Wit i the difference? | wonder, |
remember what Grandgpa said-—my
punches and Kicks are good. Suddenly, |
realioe that | already have whal it lakes

} ol AL f R
-'.r.': '._}_ i -

“I will break iy" | whisper.

Later Uhal altermnonn, | rush boimse.
The first thing | do s ask Grandpa about
his dreams.

When he tefls e he's nod sure, | tell
Bl thant besingg 75 I8 & poor excuse lor
nol having any dreams, And | bring him
his cane and hand him back his silver
dhiol ki

“Take one step with your cane,” | say.
“Ir's what | call a silver dollar dream.
HRemember, there's nothing wrong with

a D ler dlresum, Have enough of thiem,

What lesson
does Alex
learn? (RL1.2)

and they can twrn into sommething big.”

Then | take the broskien bosird From
oy kenapsack and add, “Wait Gl 1 vell
you what happened in karate class
olay.” W

PRLTE AD THIFK. Wiad choees Aees recllee
ritl Farvacicing The: Foaarc!?




Independent
Practice (RL1.1)

In the section “The Big Test,” how do you think Alex feels before he tries to break the board in
Karate class?

(A afraid
B calm
© excited
D proud

3. Fill in the bubble befare the sentence from the story supports the correct answer to Question
47

(A) “| bow at the door before | step into the room.” B The secret is to pretend the board isn't
there. (C“Even the thought of hitting one makes my fingers numb.” @ “Your punches and kicks
are good,” Grandpa Nick says.”



Independent
Practice

(RL1.3)

At the Beginning

At the End

1. How does Alex [eel about
having to break a board to
earn his orange belt?

2. How does Alex react to
Jocelyn's ideas for how to
think about board breaking?

3. How does Alex feel about
silver dollar dreams?

Alex sees that
enough silver dollar
dreams put
together can turn
into something big.

Alexis afraid to try
breaking the board
he doesn't believe
he can do it.

Alex thinks his
silver dollar
dream is small
and not
important.

Jocelyn helps
‘:‘IE: reatlll:zm Alex realize he
e as the has the skill to
skill to break
break the
the board. board.

Drag the
sticky note to
fill in the
correct box.
One sticky
note for box.

Alex thinks that
Jocelyn's idea to
pretend the board
isn't there won't
work.









